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Abstract

Local self-government is the bottommost part of the five-tier system of government. Though as a
concept, it is old enough, but its practice gained popularity since 1980s because of several factors
such as the urge for democracy and development, human rights, emergence of a strong and
enlightened civil society, transition from government to good governance etc. However, in India the
idea of local self-government has been practicing for a long period and after independence, especially
from Rajeev Gandhi’s prime ministership it became a driving force of the developmental activities of
the government which is evident by the 73" and the 74" constitutional amendment acts. Some
worldwide surveys show that local self-government in India works better than most of other countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America (and even some countries of Eastern Europe). In India local
governance provides some promises which are utmost important for the success of democracy and
development. It also secures social justice. But at the same time, it suffers from several problems
which actually made its success vulnerable.
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Introduction

The concept of Local Self-Government emerges from individual’s basic urge for
liberty, the power to make decisions and to uplift the society as per the needs of the
respective communities. In a broad sense, local self-government means decentralization of
power to the local bodies elected by the local people to meet local needs. It is the bottommost
part of the five-tier system of government. It operates at the lowest level of society. It works
at the grass-root level, close to the people, touching their everyday life. However, Andrew
Heywood thinks that local self-government is a form of government that has no share in
sovereignty and is thus entirely subordinate to central authority or, in a federal system, to
state or regional authority. The local government’s jurisdiction is limited to a specific area, a
village or a city. As V.V. Rao observes, local government is “that part of the government
which deals mainly with the local affairs, administered by authorities subordinate to the state
government but elected independently of the state authority by qualified residents.”

The popular philosophy of democratic decentralization finds its practical application
through the institutions of local self-government. It is based on the proposition that political
authority originates from the people, exercised by the people for crating to the needs of the



